CREATING AN INVITING ATMOSPHERE

An inviting classroom atmosphere helps raise the comfort level of students and parents entering the room. The following items need to be considered in creating a warm, positive environment.

ARRANGEMENTS OF TABLES AND CHAIRS:
Conference tables are more comfortable than lined rows of student desks. Pregnant students may have trouble fitting into an attached student desk/chair combination. Chairs around a large table are more conducive to group discussions and the use of interpersonal skills in class. Some teachers prefer to create a home atmosphere by grouping couches, chairs, and end tables in one area of the room.

WALL COVERINGS:
Educational and colorful bulletin boards are helpful in creating an inviting atmosphere.  Funny and thought-provoking posters also help.  Free posters and pamphlets from community agencies may also be displayed. Magazine racks displaying popular parenting magazines and book shelves of reference and student books invite students to read- Displays of student work such as poetry written for class, posters depicting course content, pictures of children, and toys made in class also help the students to feel they have some room ownership.

OFFICE AREA:
A separate office area from the main classroom area is highly desirable. The office area should also be inviting with posters, plants, and pictures, as well as files, phone, agency directory, and references close at hand. A locking file cabinet is necessary to ensure confidentiality of records
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